CHAPTER X
Summary and Conclusion
The Battle of Britain
The Battle of Britain has been in progress for more
than six months at the time when these words are
written. Its climax has probably not been reached as
yet. Grimmer, more terrible experiences await us in
1941. We shall be tested in fire. It is premature to
attempt to tell the whole story yet, but at least the
first chapter of it can be placed on record: the chap-
ter which covers the great events of June to Decem-
ber, 1940. We had our backs to the wall in the first
of these months. We were at least lunging forward to
the attack in the last of them. We have much to be
thankful for, in these days of trial and glory. There
are lessons to be drawn from them, too, and some of
those lessons are set forth here.
It has been a heroic drama of which the opening
scenes only have been staged as yet. It succeeded the
heart-breaking tragedy of the Battle of France. That
was a re-telling of the pitiful story of 1870, a re-
writing of La Dtbdck in terms more poignant than
those of Emile Zola. France fell, and Britain was left
to fight alone. The Battle of Britain has been unique
in modern history in that, in a European conflict,
we have had not a single European nation fighting
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